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With some help from the downward-trending Jobs & Opportunity Index (JOI) New England Race to
Arkansas and Louisiana, Rhode Island managed to hop National First Place, November 2017

away from last place on the RI Center for Freedom & e

Prosperity’s Jobs & Opportunity Index (JOI) in Novem-

ber, moving from 49th to 47th. The November edition vermont

includes new numbers for seven of the 12 datapoints.

Maine

Employment was down again, 519 from the previous-
ly recorded number, while labor force edged up 226. Massacnusetts
Owing to a significant upward revision of October’s
numbers, RI-based jobs increased 1,900. Personal
income, although still down from the first quarter,
increased an annualized $225 million (about 0.5%),
while state and local taxes increased by $20 million
(about 0.6%). On the welfare side, Medicaid increased
by 180 enrollees, while SNAP (food stamps) dropped
again, by 628. (Problems providing the benefit may in- Jobs & Opportunity Index (JOI) Rhode Island, New
dicate that the decrease isn’'t based on Rhode Islanders’ England, and U.S. Scores, 2005 to November 2017
need, but on the system’s failure.)
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’\SA Note: States are plotted at their JOI scores' percentage of first place.

The first chart at right shows Rhode Island still in the last
position in New England, 47th in the country. Regional
leader New Hampshire slipped to 2nd for the first time
in a long time, losing out to Wyoming. Vermont and
Maine both fell, although only to 18th and 20th place,
respectively. Massachusetts remained at 31st, but Con-
necticut fell into the bottom 10 with Rhode Island and
is now 41st.
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England and the U.S. on JOL In both cases, RI's gap N —Rhode Island —MNew Fngland  —Unied S1AES  sowcesiectmor
eased a little. Switching to the official unemployment
rate, RI’s gap narrowed more slightly.

Unemployment Rate Rhode Island, New England, and
Results for the three underlying JOI factors were: U.S. Scores, 2005 to November 2017

o Job Outlook Factor (optimism that adequate work
is available): RI remained 21st.
Freedom Factor (the level of work against reliance
on welfare programs): RI remained 41st.
Prosperity Factor (the financial motivation of in-
come versus taxes): RI remained 47th.
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