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The final Jobs & Opportunity Index (JOI) report from Jobs & Opportunity Index (JOI) New England Race to
the RI Center for Freedom & Prosperity to be released National Tirst Place, November 2016

in 2016 brings little change, leaving until next year in- .

formation about how factors such as the problematic

Unified Health Infrastructure Project (UHIP) will affect Maine

Rhode Island’s position nationally.

Of the 13 datapoints used for the index, only five were
newly updated for the November report. Employment Comectiat
was down 365 from the previously recorded number,
while labor force fell a substantial 1,758, although RI- B
based jobs increased by 300. (Note that these are cal- N
culated with pre-revision data for the prior month.) !
Medicaid enrollment decreased by 1,369 from August to ,\/\(
September and SNAP by 667. The enrollment numbers
for Rhode Island’s welfare programs will be a key vari-
able to watch as 2016 data is completed early in the next Jobs & Opportunity Index (JOI) Rhode Island, New
year. Assuming UHIP doesn’t undermine data reporting England, and U.S. Scores, 2005 to November 2016
to the federal government, the question will be whether
increased information finds more current enrollees in-
eligible than connecting all of the program brings more
people to benefits.
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N Note: States are plotted at their JOI scores' percentage of first place.

The first chart at right shows Rhode Island locked in the
last position in New England on JOI. Although New Eng-
land experienced a mix of improved and declining JOI
scores, no states changed position in the national ranking.
New Hampshire remained 1st in the nation, with Maine a
distant second, at 20th. Vermont was right behind, at 21st. e a6 amr s 2w w0 m mz 2 ot 2015 Lk
Connecticut narrowly held its 34th position, with Mas- —Rhode Island —New England —United States et
sachusetts next, at 35th.

Source: rifreedom/JOI

The second chart at right shows the gap between Rhode
Island and New England as well as the United States, with
the Ocean State’s lag worsening slightly in both cases.
Rhode Island kept pace with New England for the gap on
the unemployment rate but lost ground against the na-
tional average (third chart). Results for the three under-
lying JOI factors were:

Unemployment Rate Rhode Island, New England, and
U.S. Scores, 2005 to November 2016

« Job Outlook Factor (measuring optimism that
adequate work is available): RI remained at 39th.
Freedom Factor (measuring the level of work against
reliance on welfare programs): RI remained at 39th.
Prosperity Factor (measuring the financial motiva-
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tion of income versus taxes): RI remained at 47th. 2 & ot
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JOI Job Outlook Factor Freedom Factor Prosperity Factor

Rank Trend Rank Trend Score Rank Trend Score Rank Trend Score
6 5.7 8.2 2 8.9
7 5.6 9.4 12 7.4
21 4.6 9.9 16 7.1
10.0 6.8 18 6.9
8.0 10.0 33 5.8
44 7.5 15 7.2
5.5 7.1 25 6.4
34 4.4 1 10.0
6.8 5.4 19 6.8
5.5 5.0 7 7.7
7.6 8.0 44 5.0
5.7 5.4 17 7.1
4.8 4.7 8.0
4.0 4.1 8.4
5.4 5.7 6.1
4.6 4.3 7.5
5.0 4.9 6.6
4.3 4.0 7.9
5.1 4.9 6.3
4.3 4.2 7.4
5.5 4.3 6.2
5.3 5.6 5.2
3.2 4.2 7.4
4.8 4.0 6.5
5.0 4.9 5.6
4.0 3.7 7.2
4.2 4.1 6.5
3.8 4.4 6.5
3.7 4.5 6.2
4.2 4.4 6.1
3.7 3.2 7.7
4.2 3.6 6.6
3.9 4.1 6.2
3.5 4.9 5.6
44 4.7 5.2
4.0 5.4 4.8
4.0 4.2 5.7
3.8 2.8 7.4
4.3 3.7 5.6
3.6 4.2 5.4
3.5 3.4 6.2
34 2.3 7.8
4.3 3.4 5.6
5.4 6.3 3.4
44 4.0 4.6
4.1 3.3 5.3
4.0 2.8 5.8
3.9 3.8 4.6
5.3 3.2 4.0
4.6 3.9 2.6
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