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WHY EXPANDED
EDUCATIONAL CHOICE
OPTIONS ARE NEEDED IN RI

Rhode Island students are being failed by a
governnentrun public school system that yields
one of the lowest taxpayer values in New England
and across the nation.

With High Spending & Low-To-Moderate
Student Achievement in Rhode Island
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The hgh school graduation rate is the worst in
New England

4" grade reading & math scores are the worst in
New England

At-risk student$ low income, black, Hispanic,
andstudents with disabilitiesespecially suffer

in our public schools

S 0 p h ChaiésA True Story

Sophia is a bright girl, about to enter kindergarten.
But her mielevettheopakdiosénhbol she

was assigned to meets the academic standards she
desires, so she requested an halisirict transfer.
Instead she got the rtaround and was left with

little hope of placing Sophia on a better educational
pat h. Di sheart ene+back Bibph
was f i nalitwpuldtberuacheasieniat A
your daughter just went to the school sves
supposedo go too RI familiesdeserve better

The rigidity of Rhode
system gives Sophiabs
cannot afford private school tuition or a family
move and they have little chance of winning the
|l ottery at a nearby char

| s

family f

No Choice forSophia

be

justwent to the schoat h e 6 s st

togota O

nilt woul d eas.i

€ public school a

S o p hmamadvko waneda better
educational path than the zgode

assigned school.

realized she &s virtually no choice about her
daughterb6s education.

S o p hfanaly ke thousads of other Ocean
State familiesfeelstheir children are trapped in
substandard schools just because of theircoige.

How can Rhode Islanders allamy child to be
forced to receive a sybar educatio®

The Solution

In order to have hope for a bright future, every
thildadeserves ayyreat edudationl today!

Imagine a solution that costs nothingiewtaxes,
would give the Sophgofour statean education of
their parentsdé choice,

il adhdbiBhoh &solfinbRest | 0 n a

ew options; they

The Report: go toRIFreedom.org/EdChoiceRI
andseleci The Case for &d
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Bright Today Educational Scholarships Improve Student Achievement

Without Harming Public Schools!

KIDS
TODAY

CAN’T WAIT

FOR
TOMORROW’S
REFORM
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THE LEGISLATIVE SOLUTION

In 2015, bipatisanlegislationhas beefntroduced

in both the Rhode Island House and Senéte
empower parents with the choice to determine the
best educational path for their children. The Bright
Today Scholarship legislation not only creates new
educationbopportunities for families, but meets
each and every one b original ten policy
objectives.

Legislative Objectives:

1. Establish Rl as a national leaderducational
reform

2. Empower RI parents with immediate choitess
access t@ quality education for their children

3. Meet the documented demand for school choice

4. Create a more competitive and accountable
environment where public schools will improve
academimutcomes

5. Increase available funding per pupil in public
schools

6. Save money for public school districts

7. Keep 100% of local taxes for use in local school
districts

8. Cost nothing to implemeritno new taxes or
fees required

9. Provide a higher value return foxtamyers

10.Improve statewide educational performance to
be a boost to economic development

B e e O
i G\?\G\'EGE SCHOOLING

STATE OPTIONS

GOVERNMENT (’&/
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ALL FAMILIES

The Report: go toRIFreedom.org/EdChoiceRI
and seleciiPolicy Brief- TheWay of the
Futureo
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THE PUBLIC SUPPORTS
EDUCATIONAL CHOICE

They say so in public opinion polland they prove
it in their behavior.

Rhode Islanders Want School Choice

Results froma major 2013 public survey released

by the Center in amperaton with the Friedman
Foundation for Educational Choicghowthere is
broadsupportamong Rhode Islanders for
empowering parents with more choices when it
comes to their childreno

60% overall and 80% of blacks rate RI public
schools as fApooro or
Strong majorities across the board favor policies
that allow parents to choose schools other than
traditional public schools

If they had the means 68% would select as their
first chdce a school other than a traditional
district school

55% favor vouchetype programs like Bright
Today Educational Scholarships

2 2 (y of Rhode
O Island students

are already opting for

educational choice

6 8 (y of Rhode
O Island students
would make a different

choice than a traditional
public school, if able

g’/y/W//;
/////{///4‘1
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Say they want

school choice school choice

IsnotaPartisan $sue

Educationchoicesupporters span the political
spectrum, both in Rhode Island and nationally.

65% of Democrats
67% o Republicans

...in Rhode Island would send their
children to a charter or private school
if given the financial power to choose.

S educat.

RI Parents Already Choosing Private

on:

i fSChegds

Recognizing the greater value of a private education
as compared with public school, among high SAT
taking states, Rl studerftave

1 2"highestattendance ratest private schools
f 1% highestattendance rates at religiously
affiliated schools

s,
f///;’ Applied to charter

& Charter school

Homa school The RepOI’tS

<<

Tax credit scholarship GO tO

p,,-vm o RIFreedom.org/EdChoiceR
and select

fiPublic Survey Resulis

and

Percentages for left column taken from students in the 2011-12
school year plus 2013 tax credit scholars and charter applicants
who lost the lottery in 2014. Data for right column taken from a
survey by the Friedman Foundation for Educational Choice.

i RI Parent s
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THE TRUTH ABOUT
EDUCATIONAL CHOICE

The Myth: Opponents of educational choice argue
that empowering parents to choose the best
educational path for their children will harm the
public school system

The Truth: School choice not only leads to
increased outcomes for scholarship students, but
usuallyleads to enhanced public school
performance:

1 In 20 of 22 major national studies, where strong
educational choice programs exist, performance
in those public sabols actually increased. In the

other two studies, no adverse impact was found.

1 The truth is that public schools benefit from the
increased competitioand accountability to
parents.. because they have to!

School
Choice
leads to

Job
Choice

.l/
; ;
KR! n Facebook.com/BrightTodayRI u @BrightTodayRI  # EdChoiceRI

Ed Choicels Economic Developmernit
Enhancedtudent performance & higher
graduation rates lead to a more qualifie
workforce

School Choice

Reality: Reality

The Report: go to
RIFreedom.org/EdChoiceRlI
andseleciiPubl i ¢ S
Dispelling Common Mytlis
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BRIGHT TODAY SCHOLARSHIP Funding formula. Scholarship students are still
counted towardsthe ¢ h o0 o | di stricto
ACCOUNTS ARE Brohibii :
rohibition of government control over private or
THE WAY OF THE FUTURE home schools
Separateopen-enrollment provision in the
TheBright Today Scholarshipills arean evolved legislation allowdransfers to other public schools
form of school vouchers calldgducation Savings
Accounts (ESAs) RI1 6s i nnovealgei ve BRIGHT TODAY
legislationis modeled after theandmarkESA law EDUCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS:
in Arizona andnow the law in at least four states HOW ESAs WORK

WhatAr e ESAOG6Ss ?

Designed to provide more flexibtoices for
parents, RIO&6s Bright Tod
Account legislation includes the following features:

1. State funds flow diregtlinto a debit account
controlled by parents

PARENT CONTROLLED

2. Funds can be spent on tuition or other approved EDUCATIONAL DEBIT ACCOUNT
educational services

3. Unspent funds can be saved and rolled over for
future K-12 educational expenses

Also, per the 2015 legislation

No new funding or taxes required All : - 4 m
scholarships are funded via existstgterevenues . % |" Q | '

Universal digibility . Every Rl K-12 student would SCHOOL " SCHOOLING COURSES  COURSES
be eligible (includes grandfathering of current i .
private& home schoostudenty

Approved educationalexpensesnclude: private
school tuitionhome school curriculum, fees for
online or postsecondaryearning programs,

UNSPENT MONEY SAVED AND ROLLED OVER IN DEBIT
ACCOUNT FOR USE IN FUTURE K-12 YEARS

educational thrapies for speciadd students =0 cc e e e
Criminal p rosecutionfor misuse or fraud ESAs empower parents to
: . : choose the best educational
Income-adjusted scholarship awards, with a : :
$6.000 cap path for their children
The Report: go toRIFreedom.org/EdChoiceRI o/ S KA r2cebook comvBrightrodayRi
and seleciiPolicy Brief- TheWay of the j Ed obrightTodayhi #EdChoiceR
Futured
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Bright Today Educational Scholarships Lead to Net Saving®r Public Schools!

THE MATH OF
EDUCATIONAL CHOICE

Empowering parentswith the choice to determine
the best educational path for their children is not
only morally just, but also results in a positive fiscal
impact for public school district&inder3% of

public school studentsreprojected to accept
scholarships.

Unlike charter schodiundingé

with ESAS,100%o0f local taxes remain

for use in local schools!

Different from Charter School Math

The math of Bright Today Scholarships is very
different from charteschool mathasonly state
funds are used to fund scholarships a result
school districts actually improve their bottom lines.

School Districts Actually Save Money

Projected financial results by FDIMES, the
Centerd6s custom fiscal m

Increased funding per studentin public school
districts across thieoard(+$316 statewide average)

Net fiscal savingsn 33 of 36schoolsdistricts
almost $4 million in Providence and ov&t7
million statewide(core scholarship scenario)

Increase in btal spending on educatiorin RI by
$17.2 million(public and private)

How sd? Because scholarship students are still
counted in the di sherotact 6
amount of scholarships paslless than thexpense
savings because there arevée students to educate

é t dcheool districtwill actually save money.

The2015Bright Today Scholarship legislation was
designed to meet thicondition

The Math Report

To determine how much

your local school district

will save, and for more
details,go to:

RIFreedom.org/EdChoiceR
and select

fThe Math of Educational
Choi ceo
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